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KING and QUEEN, &c. , 


On the Feaſt of the Holy Patriarch 


St. BENN E I. 


Lament. Chap. III. Ver. 28. 
*  Sedebit ſolitarius, & tacebit, quia levavit ſu» 
k. per ſe. 
, He ſhall fit ſolitary, and ſhall be ſilent, becauſe 
S he hath raiſed imſelf, above himſelf. 


, * 1.” PHe Holy Prophet Jeremy, in theſe 
| 2 -* , words of my Text, ( Moſt Sacred 
: Maſjeſties,,) paſleth from a mourn- 

ful Elegy, to a Song of Joy; from Eyes full . 
of Tears, to Lips flowing with Comforts ; Hi- 
B therto 
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(2) 
therto, he had wept over the Ruins of a Ran- 
ſack't City ; Hieruſalem, the Glory of the Eaſt, 
now laid in Aſhes ; he had bewail'd the Chains 
of the Captive J/raehites ; their crying Sins, as the 
cauſe, and God's avenging Judgements, by the 
ſevere hand of an inſulting Enemy, as the Mi- 
ings indigns. Diſtr of Jaſtice, Nabucodonoſor, The Rod of 
riows,Thr.3-1- God's Indignation, Lamen. 3. 1. But now he 
A changeth his Tears of Sorrow, into Streams of 
| Conlolation, raviſh'd into an Extafie of Divine 
Contemplation, wherein he foreſees the Ever- 
laſting —_ of the true T/raelites, us Chri- 
ſtians, from the ſlavery of Sin, through the 
powerful Grace of Jeſus, our Divine Mediator ; 
who will ſan&ikfie his People from their Crimes, 
free them from the Tyranny of Satan, triumph 
oyer Rebellious Paſſions, and reveal the delici- 
ous Myſteries of his Love, in the filent, and 
innocent Retreats of holy Solitude ; and therein 
will lift up Parified, and Heavenly Enflamed 
Souls, to ineffable Joy, even to a likeneſs and 
Society with God, in his communicable Perfe- 
&ions, and Comforts : 'He ſhall-ſit ſolitary, Caith 
the Prophet, and ſhall be flent, becauſe he hath 
raiſed Himſelf, above Hemſelf. 
2. For all the Glorious Saints are the Images 
_ of God , "their Lives. are Spiritual, as God is; 


their 


(3) 
their Souls are all cn fire, with Divine Love, 
which is the Life of God ; their motions are 
above the Sphear of Earthly Creatures, towards 
Heaven, the Palace of Gods Glory ; and their 

rations are all Divine ; becauſe God only, 
is the Objedt, the End, and the whole Motive of 
all the Sacred Tranſports of their ſupernatura- 
lized Spirits ; they being ever buſted, in heark- 
ning to the whiſpers of their Heavenly Spoule, 
preparing for the illapſes of Divine Grace, and 
imicating the perfeftions of God, through a 
holy thirſt, to , eternally Transfigured into 
the likeneſs of God's Glory, that Bleſſed part- conſrtes pi- 
nerſhip with God in his Divine Nature, 2 Pet. 1.4+ A 
Not by an identity with God, in his Eſſence ; 
or by a confubſiſtence therewith, in his divine 
Perſon ; but by a moſt raviſhing Communica- 
tion in his Holineſs, and Glory ; We' ſhall be 4topraus, nou 
the Adoptive Children of God, not made equal to iti fea 
his Divinity, but made partners of his bleſſed HB Tian 
ternity, ſaith S. Auſtin, Tradt. 5 1. in Joan, Which Tr-51.in Joan. 
likeneſs is communicable to Creatures, with- 
out dammage to the Creator; For His Bounty is Cuju ans of 
fo great, ( ſaith the Maſter of Sentences, ) that jr yas 0" gr 
—_— Good, he would have us partakerg in ſue, gu? 
of that felicity, wherewith be himſelf is Eternally '*+ «ft, aioswe- 
Bleſſed ; that felici:y, which be ſaw,"might ber: lis 
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cri poke, © communicated, but could  not- be diminiſhed, 2.d.. 
non poſſe, Mag. 1 C, For as the Ocean is eyer full, though it 
= flows through the Channels of the Earth, moi- 
ſtens its Banks, and Meadows ; and by ſecret 

Springs, and viſible Showers, gives plenty and 

paſtime to the World :.. So God, infinitely rich 

'  _ 1n hjs Holineſs and Glory, and: as S. Damaſcen 
oft, Ipeaks, A Sea.of boundleſs Perfeffions, 1. 1. c- 4. 
Dam. 1.1.4 though ever aft Abyſs of Happineſs, doth ſtill, 
by an effuſion of his Sacred Lights aud Flames, 
communicate to Seraphick Souls, Heavenly Mo- 

tions, and Operations, till he lifrs them up, to 

a-moſt wonderful, and ineffable' filiation, or 

pedit preſts- likeneſs with God, 'The proper Badge and Inheri- 


C + tem filios Dct 


fieri;wuic quiex tance of thoſe, who by Grace, are born of God, ac- 


[| priſm; cording to S. Jobn-1- 12. And therefore S, Cy- 


OAN., 1, 12, - : : . 

. _ priany with good reaſon, admires The. Amplitude 
Nonaatitur ſua 4 . . . . 
beatieudini; je- of the Divine v6 3 which allows no reſtraint 


1m aa to the.overflowing. of his immenſe Beatitude, Cypr. 


| Cyp.Serm.de Serm, de Aſcenl. 
+ | Aﬀcenſ. 


3- Man's Soul too, is naturally Ambitious 
of this holy Union with God, and happy tranſ-' 
portinto his felicity-; for by Nature ſhe derives 
| Spiraculum #i- her Being. from God 5 a: Breath of the Divine 


|| ©9**7: Life, Gen, c, 2. v. 7: She is tamp'd with God's 


zimen wut Image, Seal'd with'a Ray of Divine Light, Pſal. 
1m, Plal- 4:7. 4.7. Dives, by the ſtrength of her Spirit, into 
| the 


Ry 


s 
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(5) 
the perfe&tions of the Nature, and Properttes _ 
of God, even The depths of Divinity, 1 Cor: 2. Sm_— 
10- And is empty, aad unquiet ; unleſs, Filled profunds Di 


r 2. LU 


with God, and divine Notiens, and Afﬀedtions, ,,. Ear 
Aug: Man. c, 29. So that even in her Natural cords requies, 


cum torn, 11 


Being, ſhe hath ſome marks of a Heavenly amren 2:;, 
per deſideriune 


Creature. Bur then, if further conſidered, as-{;,,7- %.: 


ſhe is raiſed to ſupernatural Excellencies, by _— 


Predeſtination, to Glory ; by Regeneration; to e- quod tener, 


be a Myſtical Member of Chriſt , and by Com- Sets det. 
munion of Sacraments, to be ſprinkled with {91mm 
the rich dew of Deifying Grace, which S. John A's. 5an. 
calls, the Seed, or Nurſery of the Divinty, 1 Joan: : = fr 
3+ 9. taken forth the Bofom of a merciful God, : hn 4 


and ſown in the Fields of Mans Soul ; that by 


due Uſe, we may grow up, into ſomewhat Di- 


vine ; Which the Angel of the Schools, calls, 
Good Works, Merits, and Eternal Gloty, $. Th. 
P. 1.4. 62.4 3- If, (ay, ) the Soul be thus 
conſidered, this Thought alone, were enough - 
ro charm the whole World, to a contempt of 


 atl Earthly Delights and Glory, ant to a reſt- 


leſs agubng after thoſe above : For what 
proportion is there, between a Soul, every way 
Heavenly , and this Thorny Earth; where ſhe 
is only a Gueſt and ' Pilgrim * And ' whither 
hould Man's Spirit moye, with greateſt Vi- 

| gour, - 
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gour, but to the only Centre of all true, and 
pure Love, the Bofom of che Divinity, whence 

Amer mex;por. The ifſued ?. Love is the ſtrongeſt Byas of the 

free awang, Soul, if ſhe be filled with Divine : Ah ! how 

feror, Aug. 11. ſweetly, how ſwifty will ſhe ſoar up to God, 

; her delicious Centre * And cry with S. Aug. 
Amor menus, pondus meum : 

4. But alas, Beloved _— ! There. is 

another heavy Weight, under which Man's 

Terrere bui- Spirit groans, bis Concupiſcence ; It ſinks down 

fonkn ankes/ the thinking Soul, ſays Solomon, Sap. 9. 1 5. Think- 

ing On what ? On things below, Vanities, 
ealth, Pleaſures : It ſinks down ! Whither ? 

Ah ! to the enjoyment, of whatever” can raviſh 

our Senſes, with preſent delights , even to the 
forfeiting of thoſe, which are Pure and Eter- 

nal, Hence, that dreadful conflict within Man, 

Caro concupiſ- Of Which S. Paul ſpeaks not, without Tears and 

5 4971.2” Horrour ; The Fleſh wars againſt the Spirit ; 4h 

" ROE unbappy Man ! Who will free me from this Bon- 

quis me livers dage © Why free Thee, O great Apoſtle ? Be- 

moth kjw? cauſe no abiding in- Sodom, without, danger, of 

Ron. 7-24 being infected with her Crimes, and conſumed 
in her Flames How many Illiſtrious, Beau. 
riful, Heroical Souls, have been 'poiloned with 
her Apples * Periſhed in her Fields ? Yolutabar 
in c@no ejus, tanquam in Cinamonts, crys 'S. Aug. 2. 
"Conf. 2. | F + Our 
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5. Our Glorious Patriarch, S. Bennet, the 
motive of this days Triumph, through che Uni- 
yerſal Ghurch ; and the happy cauſe of this 
Royal, and Magnificent Aſſembly ; we All be- 
ing his Children, as well as his Admirers, Our 
glorious Saint, (1 ſay, ) ſaw the danger of theſe 
Flames, and flies ro the Mountains : He fore- 
' ſaw, that no ſecuriry was amidſt the charms of 
an eaſe and yielding Senſuality ; and ar the 
firſt rouch of the Heavenly Fire, enflamed with 
Sacred Vows of a tranſ{cendant Life, he bids de- 
fiance to the World, tramples over his own 
Paſſions, and ſecures his Soul ro God, whoſe 
Rzght it is, by great and innumerable Titles. 
He flies to the Deſert, thus he vaniſhes the 
World, and its Vanities ; In the Deſert he ſta- 
dieth the Life of Jeſus ; thus he Triumphs over 
Himſelf, and his Concupiſcences. He heard 
the delicious Voice of Je/uz, inviting to perfe- 
_ ion, and preſcribing the Means to acquire it , 
Wilt thou be perfeft ? faith our Divine Eſpoule ; 
Renounce all thou haſt, Marc.1o.2 1. Not enough : Quecung; bubes, 
Deny thy ſelf, faith Jeſas, Mate. 1 6/24. Wile one 
thou be ſecure ! a ſtep higher ; Fly\to the Moun- (nition, 
tains, Matt. 24. 16. Theſe are thoſe power- Fugiantaimon- 
ful Charms of the Goſpel of Love, which have © 
unpeopled Cities, to hill the Solirudes with Saints, 


have 
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" have wrefted rich Spoils from the power of Sa. 
| tan, to make them Captives:of Grace ; and by 
their gentle attradts, have enticed Princes from 
the delights of their Thrones and Diadems, eo 
become the humble Imitators of a Crucified 
Jeſus, The Eflays of the Power of Grace, and 
the Glorious: Copies of Chriſtian Perfe&ion : 
[Theſe,Beloved Chriſtians,theſe were thole ſtately 
Columns of San&tity, whereon our great Pa- 
triarch, built up that [lluſtrious Fabrick of S0- 
litary PerfeFion ; out of whoſe Sacred Retreats 
have iflued forth, Thoſe great Heroes of the Ca- 
tholick Church ; who by their eminent Learning, 
Piety, and Example, have fall'd the World with 
Chriſtians, the Deſerts with Saints, the Church 
with holy Prelates, and Palaces with Godly 
Kings and Princes; who by their admirable 
Zeal and Munificence, have fertify'd their King. 
doms with Religious Cloyſters, to ſerve as Ba- 
tions to God's Citty, againft the Armies of fin- 
ful Paſſions , for the ſafeguard of Refuged Sin- 
ners, for the propagation of Saints, and for the 
Eternizeing the Victories, Triumphs, and Tro- 
phies of Jeſus. | 
6. O Divine Jeſus, being exalted on the 
Croſs, thou draweſt all hearts unto Thee, by the 
Lights of thy Revelations, by the Flames of thy 


Grace, 
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Grace, and -by thc burning Lamps of thy Sa- 
cred Examples ; how powerfully haſt thou 
Drawn our great Patriarch ! And 'by Him, 
thoſe Legions of his holy Diſciples, the worthy 
Imitators of his ſublime Perfe&tions. Oh ! that 
we allo, Beloved Chritians, who by their Do- 
- Arine, are the Diſciples of Jeſus; and by their 
Sacred Miniſtery, are Conſecrated to the Divine 
Uſes of God's Heavenly Temple ; may alſo, by 
their glorious Examples, be the crue Children 
of thele great Saints, and may ſay with holy To- 


bie, We are the Children of God's Holy Ones, Tob. FiliiSmteun 


2.18. And thou, O Divine Mother of Jeſus, as $ 
thou haſt given Him unto Us, a Maſter of all 
Heavenly Perfe&tion : So allo vouchſafe to 
plead for Us, at the Throne of his Mercy, That 
the Illuſtrious Life of Jeſus may be the Guide, 
0bjef, and Motive of our true Beatitude. Ave 

Maria 5 
7. All Vertues iſſue forth the ſame Foun- 
tain, the Bolom of the Divinity, through the 
Grace of Jeſus, our Mediatour ; therefore All 
are United, and in their Heroick State, are 
linked together, in their Operations, in the 
Souls of the Juſt. Yet all Vertues, in each, 
are not of an equal Perfection ; all the Angels 
ſhine with glory, but all are not of an equal 
Luſtre 
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[ EY 1 am riſen with Chriſt, Coloſ. 3.1. But in this 
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Louftre and Beauty-; for they differ 2s Stars, 
Stel 4 Ste which have their different Magnitude and Splen- 
differ in ®- Jour, Cor. 15. 41- "All the glorious Saints 
15, 41: burn with Divine Love, bur not with the like 
Divifime ſuns Flames 3 for There is a diviſion of Graces, 1 Cor. 
&raliaram: i 1.2.» &þy $y O- In Heaven above, there be Divers 
operatiouum, Manfions of Glory, Joan. 14. 2. And here on. 
© er” Earth, there be divers Merits of thar Glory, 
mute jux'-j* 2 Cor. 9. &« Wherefore, as in the Order of Nae 
parce ſeminar, tre, all the Elements are United in each Mixt 
"Cor o.6 Body, and yet in Each, one. Element is predo- 
minansg over the others : So alfo, in the Order of 
Grace, All Perfeftions meet in every Saint, yes 
in each, One Perfetion is more Eminent and 
Adorable. In our Seraphical Patriarch S. Fran- 
cis, all admire a moft ftupendious Contempr of 
the Grandeur and Glory of the World : He was 
a Prodigy of Evangelical Poverty, and his Mot- 


Chriſto confix- ro Is, With Chriſt TI am Crucified, Gal. 2. 19. In 


| || £/-- Cru, the Great S. Bruno, we admire an almoſt incre- 


+ dible Rigonr of Abſtinence and Faſting ; He 
was a Prodigy of Mortification, and his Cha- 
Conſepulti ſu- racer Is, F am buried with Chriſt, Rom. 6. 4+ In 
Gn the glorious S, Dominrck, we admire a moſt 


| paſſionate Zeal for the Converſton of Sinners . 
conferrexits He Was a Prodigy of Piety, and his Emblem is, 


our 
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our Tlluftrious and Glorious Patriarch, S, Ben- 

net, all Vertyes had their Meridian Altitude , 

Yet he was in a moſt ſublime Manner, a Pro- 

digy of Solitude and Contemplation, Firſt, 

by Solitude he ſhakes off the World without, 

and ſhakes out his Concupiſcences from with- 

in; and thus he arrives to a profound ſpiritual 

Silence, of all Creatures abroad, and of all Pal- 

ſions at home, Secondly, by Contemplation, he 

fills his purified Mind, with holy Notions of 
Heavenly Perfe&tions ; and his flaming Soul, 

wich tranſporting Aﬀections, towards Eternal 
Comforts; and his Motto is, 1 aſcended with ao 
Chriſt, Amos 9, 6. This Priviledge was Pro- am ,. . 
clainned, as the proper Style of our glorious Patri- 

arch, by the Voice of an Angel, at his glorious 
Inauguration, when his [lluſtrious Soul, cloath- 

ed with a Veſt of Light, was conduted chrough 

a Lane of Stars, amidſt the loud acclamations 

of Heavenly Citizens, This is the Way, by which *<<i/ 1:59" 
the great. Servant of God, Beanet, entred the King- 3mditw in 
dom of Glory. 1 ſhould be infinite; did I ,at- fon ny. 
tempt to deſcribe All the Drops of this Sea of '* 5 bene 
PerteRtion, All the Beams of this Sun of San- 

Rity, All the Stars of this Living Heaven; I 

will confine my Diſcourſe, to his Solitude, and 
Contemplation, to which all Vertues were ſubſer- 


2 vient, 


The Diviſion. 
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vient, as Diſpoſitions, Companions, or At- 
chievments of this {tupendious Maſter-Ptece of 
Evangelical Perfe&ion, the Illuſtrious, the Ho- 
ly, the Glorious Patriarch S, Bennet : Where- 
fore, to fix my Matter, and your favourable Ac- 
tention. 


8- Firſt, 1 ſhall ſhew, That S, Bennet choſe 
a ſolitary Life, becauſe Solrtude is the ſafeguard 
of Perfe&ion ; for as much as it affords Means 
to Crucifie the World, without ; and to Bury 
our Paſſions, within ; And thus frees the Wings 
of Contemplation, from. the entanglements of 
Creatures, and diſtra&tions of clamorous Con- 
cupiſcences Therefore He will fit ſolitary, and 
will be filent. 


Secondly, 1 ſhall ſhew, That he choſe a Con- 
templative Life, becauſe Contemplation gives Us 
a reliſh of the delights of Heaven ; foraſmuch 
as 'tis an effectual Means of the Riſing, and /ſ- 
cent of the Soul' to God, and-4 moſt- delicious 
Communication with Him, by Divine Irradia- 
tions, Heats, Embraces, and Meltings of the 
Soul into God by Love ; Becauſe He bath raiſed 
Himſelf, above Himſelf. 


| 5+ Adam 
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9. Adam was framed of the Earth, therefore par x, 
his inclinations andWions were Earthly, 1 Cor, Prim tonode 


IF. AZ. Such alſo are all thole of the Children qualis terrenus, 


tales terreni, 


of Adam, ibid. verſ. 48. But. Jeſus Chriſt, our (co. 1;.,-, 
Head and Glory , deſcended from Heaven, +* 
therefore all his Inſpirations, and Allure- 

ments are Heavenly, and ſuch ſhould be all the 

Motions and Operations of Chriſtians. Our 
Obligations are many and weighty ; We are znyrictipre- 
bought with the ineſtimable price of the Blood of "2,55", 
Jeſus, 1 Cor. 6. 20. We are ſanthfied and ſeal- iff: ei 


in nomine ej1ts. 


ed with the Name of Jeſus, ibid. v. 11. and Eph. » 1». 1=910 
1. 13. And through his Grace and Unc&tion, we waree opt 
are Enrolled in the Book of Lie ; properly the —_— 
Book of Jeſus, Apoc, 21. 27. From: theſe pre- +27. P 
miſſes, the Demonſtration is clear ; Therefore 

we may not live, according to the Paffionso f 

our Earthly Members, but by the Rules of our 
Heavenly Maſter, a new Life, agreable to the 

Image of Jeſus ; and its true Copies, the Lives 

of the Saints. The holy Apoſtle warns Us, 

of this preſſing Duty ; Do not faſhion your ſelves ire cnfor- * 
to the Maxims of this World, Rom. 12. 2. We av, Rem. 1+, 
may not, upon any account : Its Vanity, its" 
Proſperity, its Pleaſures, infallibly will defile 

the Soul, will cancel our claims to Heavern, 


and will bring everlaſting Perdition upon Us. 
The 


(14) 
Elementacalors The Warld hall periſh by fir 6,2 Pet. 2.10, That's 
Pay ney ies End , And it will be common Fate of 
exwew; iv, all its Lovers, All ſhall be wrapt in the Deluge of 
ſrnalince pat. thoſe Flames, 1b. Bern, Med. c. 2, So at our Ut- 
Comin. ter Peril, we may not loye this Wo:1d ; but as 
re1, Bern. Med. rhe {ame Apoſtle adviſeth, We muſt reform our 
Sed reformans» Manners, by a Newneſs of our Senſes, Rom. cit- 
ſaſu <«fri, This is the fundamental Maxim of the Morals 
_—_ + <q Jeſus ; the farſt Rule of Chriſtian Perfe&tion ; 

the Propitious Star, by which our glorious Pa- 

eriarch 's his Courſe to Heaven. 


10. *Tis worth our obſervation, That from 


\ Sw &> cagi- our Senſes did ariſe our Ruine ; even at the In- 


tatio humani 


Gerdic in males fancy of the World, their pronene(s to evil, cauſed 
prov« ſui # Man's Apoſtacy from God ; a Calt of the Eye, a 
Gen. 8 21. Touch of the Hand, 2 Taſte of the Tongue, 
convey'd Sin to the Heart, Death to the Body, 

is one: han. And Slavery to 4dam's whole Poſterity , His 
vey mer! per POyſon'd Senſes infected Him, and all Us, Rom. 
5.1 $12» As the Diſeaſe did, ſo the Cure muſt, be- 
gin there , Our Senſes therefore mult be purifi- 

ed, that our Spirits may be indued with ſacred 
Notions, our Hearts falled with holy Aﬀections, 

and our Souls may fly ro God, and cleave to 

Him by a ftrift obſervance of his Will, We 
experience daily, That Creatures do imprint 

cheir [mages in our Senſes ; hence, by our Ima- 

L- gination, 
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gination, they are convey'd to our Underſtand- 

* ing, then to' our Wills ; which is eaſily ſedu- 

ced, the ſafeguard of Innocency being gone ; 

and thus, The whole Wheel of Man's Nativity, AS gummat 8e- 

S. James calls it, Jac. j 6. Is ſet on flames with SIC. 

Concupiſcence ; eſpecially now, chat our inward 

defires, ſince Adams fall, are confederate with 

ſinful Pleaſures, and do greedily draw in their 

Figures, and thus defile cherſelves, and their 

operations ; the Royal Prophet, by a woful ex- 

perience, complains of this eafineſs of the Sen- 

{es mling his Will - They ip into the A Be Tranſonet in af- 

Gn our Heart, ſays he, þ al. 7. 7. Keys Ne Res. 

others read it, Into the partnerſhip of fin. —-p ogg 
10. Thus, no wonder, if a Deluge of Sin 

guſh into Man's Soul, and overtarn all the 

ſtrongeſt ſentiments of Piety, while the Will 

holds Intelligence with thoſe unfaithful Centi- 

nels, our Senſes , for which S. Auſtin betnoans co... + 

his own Miſery, That even the Beattries of 271m 

Creatures had deprived his Soul of her original frm 5c 

Beauty, Aug. ſol. c.3 1. What Cure. for this Con- ——_— x 

tagion ? While God fprinkles our Defires 

with the Dew of his Heavenly Grace, the Will 

muſt wichdraw our Senſes from cajouling Crea- 

tures abroad, and command Reaſon to buſte it 

ſe]Pon God and Vertue ; Thus holy Defires 


will 


o” 
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will create in the Mind Heavenly Images , and 
Enammel ic with the Sacred CharaG@ters of 
Wir, 2vis Grace and PerfeCtion, fit to adorn God's Temples, 
ronpiom p44 ſuch as All are, 1 Cor. 3. 16. For our-thoughes 
16, ' ſuck in the Images of their Obje&s, and Tranſ- 
figures the Soul into their likene(s ; thereby, ſays 
He» VYevirari the Royal Prophet, Man becomes like his own Va- 
mite, P43: nities, Plal, 143. 4; Like to that he Loves, So S. 
Celim apicic? Aug. oblerves, TraFt 1. in Epiſt, 1. Joan. Do you 
Tr.s ts a think of Heaven * you become a Heavenly and Di- 
Tine Creature ; Such a Metamorphoſis, Paſſion 
cauſeth in Man, That We become, The thing we 
Love. | 
11, Our great Patriarch, toucht with the 
Lights and Flames of Heaven, preſently con- 
ceives Heavenly Defires ; Deſires of copying 
in his Soul, the moſt Seraphical Perfeftions of 
God , That God may enter into our Hearts, 
all yanity-muſt þe chaced out : To preſerve his- 
Mind from che Images of Sin, to evacuate un- 
clean Concupiſcence, to fit his Spirit for Divine 
Idea's, he flies from a deluding World, to Inno- 
cent Solitude; He defies the Grandeur of his 
Anceſtors, Honours, Wealth , Pleaſures ; At 
once, for ever, with the moſt earneſt Paſſions 
of his Soul, he abandons all for God ; he doth 
not by degrees file off the chains of Creatures, 
bur 


CY 
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but at the firſt heat of Grace, he breaks all, 
thereby to conceal himſelf in a Deſart, the San- 
Euary of Innocency, the School of Contem- 
plation, the Altar of Divine Love ; In imitation 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who there, In three Battles, __ 
Conquers and Triumphs over Satan; ſpends nights 5.12. Mi.5.1. 
in Prayer, teaches his Apoſtles, feeds bis Audi= ;,* '* © 
tors, and diſcovers the Magnificence of his Glory, 
in the ſhew of bis /Transfiguration ; Thither did 
God lead his Prophets, in the Old Law, to im- 
part the Myſteries of its Figures ; 1 will lead Pumin fu 
them into the Deſart, ſaith God to Oſea, there will 1c», oc... 
T ſpeak to their Hearts, Olea 2.14. Thither did '* 
Jeſus lead his Apoſtles, in the New, to diſcloſe 
the Sacraments of his Truth, and Grace ; 1 vas Mifals mo tn 
raviſh'd in Spirit, into the Deſert, ſaith S. John in jun, apoc. 
his Rev. 17. 3, Thence did the holy Spoule aſ- 7? 
cend, Flowing with her Perfumes and Spices, of nee 


ſerto,delicii; af- 


Spiritual delights, leaning upon her Beloved, Cant, fn inux- 


. K ſaper dileFwm, 
8. 5. There alſo our Glorious Patriarch, freed czar. x. x. 


from the clogs of ſeducing Creatures, ſurmoun. 
ting the ambuſhes of charming Paſſions, and 
out of reach of the fiery Darts of Satan, by Con- 
templarion, by Heavenly Deſires, by Excafies of 
a Seraphick Love, fills his vaſt Soul wich the 
Illuftrious Images of Grace, and Holineſs. For 
as S, Hierom ſpeaks, Solitude is the Sanftuary of 
D holy 
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Thi mee oratio- boly Prayer, where, after many Tears and Sighs, 


nu locus, poſt ,,v, | 
raltze lacy fexing our Eyes on Heaven, we ſeem oft to be con- 


ee we” Verſant amidſt the Troops of bleſſed Angels, Hier. 
bs, non niun- Epiſt. ad Euſtoch. de Virgin. 


gan videbar 
entereſſe agmin;bus Angeloram. Hier. Epiſt. ad Euſtoch. de Virgin. 


12. S, Bennet flies the rich and glorious Vani- 
ties of Creatures, that he may. freely converſe 
with God, enrich himſelf with Vertue, and ac- 
cuſtom himſelf to the Innocent and Tranlcen- 
dent Operations of the Bleſled Angels. He puts 
oft the Livery of the Word, that he may put 
on the Image of Jeſus, and he caſts forth Earth- 


ly Concupiſcences, that he may fill his Soul, 


with the true Idea's of Heaven, Grace and Glo- 
ry ; that thus, without, within, and by all his 
Operations, he may be Transfigured into a ſu- 
oivire 41 Hernatural Creature ; for Solitude is the Miſtreſs 


Magiſtra, quia ORs . 
warped of that Divine Art, ſaith S, Bern. Op.u. c.g. where- 


- _ by God is the whole Leflon we learn. And 


It. cap. 9- os g Cyprian ſpeaks 5 It Us the only, eafte, and ſe. 


Unagplacida © : ; 
fids rranquill- Cure ſtation, wherein, out of the reach of Worldly 


tas eft, ſiquis 


ab inquizt ntis CATES, WE approach to God ; and with a quiet Con- 
Jeecuts ara,” ſcience, we ſoar above what ever Worldlings call 


bus extra, 


Deo ſuo nee Great and Glorious, This' is a true Picture of 


proximut, quic : . > . . 
quid putce> the great Soul of our Illuſtrious Saint, in his 
ros in rebs | 

bens: (4. rſt fteps to God : Noth the World prompt 
me & magnum : ; 

widerur, infra ſuam conf. ientiam jacere gloriatur, Cypt, Epilt. ad Donar. 


4 


Himz, 


+ 
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Him, with the Grandeur of his Birth, and the 


| hearken (0 tbe delicious. Whiſperings of . bis Divine loquio, cut pry 
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Train of his Noble Progenitors ? He hides him- 

ſelf from its Vanities, 1n the filent Retreats of 

an unfrequented Wilderneſs ; Doth Satan tempt 

him with an abundance of plenty and proſpe. 

rity, in the flouriſhing Courts of Kings, and 

Princes ? He prefers the Treaſures of Grace, 

and a quiet Coulſcience, to the pomp of Riches, 

fatterers and glittering Actendants ; Do his 

Concupiſcences allure him with the Enchantments 

of Paitimes and ſenſual Pleaſures ? Ah beloved 

Chriſtians! Here it is, that he diſcovers to this 

foft and delicate World, the ſtupendious power 

of Grace, in the magnanimous Champions of 

Evangelical Perfe&tion ; Prayer, Watchings , 

Faſts, Hair-Cloths, Chams, Diſciplines, are his 

uſual Antidotes, againſt the charms of Senſua- 

licy ; To extinguiſh the heats of luſtful deſires, 

he rouls his Body in a Red of Thorns and Bry- 

ars ; That with his ſtreams of Blood, he may 

pour out the raging poylſon of his brutiſhPal- 

fions ; that by a lingring Death for the defence 

of Virtue, he may become a Living Martyr ; 

And that being freed from the importune clamours or: fivicw 

of Fleſh and Blood, he may ſweetly enjoy God, and "ontnie fron: 

Iſpirations, as S. Aug, hath it, {: 2. Mor. Feed. ronmny yore 
wo. For 
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For then only it is, that we begin to reliſh the 
ſweets of Spiritual Comforts, when ſenſual plea- 
ſures become loathſom and tedious. 

' 13. Were not theſe moſt admirable Inven- 
tions of Divine Love, working in the Soul of 
our Glorious Patriarch ? He abandons all the char- 
ming Impediments of ' Perfe&tion, from Crea- 
tures abroad ; He ſuppreſles all the pleafan In- 
centives of Sin, from his Concupilcences within 
his own Breaſt; And bruiſeth all che Fetters 
of Selt-love, which uſually clog the hearts of 
Morals, in theſe their Earthly Tabernacles ; 
ro the End that his Soul, recovering her Origi. 
nal Innocency, may fly more ſwiftly above the 
Sphear of Creatures, may fix her ſelf more 
eagerly amidſt the Choirs of admiring Angels , 
and by a&ts of a Pure, Seraphick, and Extatick 
Love, may drown her ſelf more deeply, in the 
Sea of the Divine Goodneſs So admirable, 0 
Jeſu, ſo admirable are the Combatrs, Vi&ories, 
andetTriumphs of the Saints ! fo rich are the 
ſpoils, which Divine Love wreſteth from the 
conquered World ; So glorious are the Tro- 
phies of the Saints ; Thus vanquifhing all che 
Arms of flattering Senſuality, and carrying Hea= 
' ven by force of an Omnipotent and moſt Vi- 
Rorious Grace, working within Them. 

ONES 14. The 
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14, The Holy Solitude of our great Saint, 
was that Sacred Womb, which gave Life to all 
his Prodigious Vertues, and to the wonders of 
God's Mercys ; Here, by a moſt rigorous Au- 
ſeriry, he Sequeſters his Spirir, from all Com- 
merce with Creatgres and Paſlions, that: he 
may ſoar up with the Wings of Contemplation, 
and Heavenly defires, into the Boſom of the Di. 
vinity, by a perfect Imitation, and Union with 
Jeſus , Witneſs his Prophetick Spirit, his Hea- 
venly Raptures, and thoſe Joys he feels from 
the Torrents of God's over-gowing ſweetneſs , 
even in this Life,he is inſcrib'd,4 Citizen of Heg. 
ven. Here, by Heroick Acts of ſublime Per. 
feRion, he creates in his own Soul, a new Spi- 
ritual World, the Image of the Eartbly Para- 
dice ; wherein he reſtores the decayed ſtate of 
Original Innocency ; Witneſs bis Sacred Rule, 
full of Divine Oracles of a moſt ſublime Santi. 
ty; His Miraculous Life, and the Attracts of 
his illuſtrious Examples , For which he is de. 
ſervedly Entitled, The Star of the Deſart. Here, 
through an extream Zeal, of propagating the 
plory of God, by the Converſion of Sinners, 

e lays the Foundation of a new Order of 
Saints, of Eaichly Angels, of a Heaven on 
Earth ; while by his ſtupendious Maxims of 

WS higheſt 
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higheſt Perfection, he draws tender and delicate 
Chriſtians from» their Perfumes and Pleaſures ; 
the rich Gluctons, from their ſumptuous Balls, 
and Banquets; and the Grandees of this World, 
from their Purples, Crowns and Scepters , 
Wirtnets.thoſe:Voluminous Catalogues of mol 
Lliuſtriogs Kings, Queens and Nobles, even, of 
this Your Sacred Majeſties Kingdom, and Roy. 
al 'Anceſtars,. who inflam'd with the Love of 
Fefuls, by thei oRrine,and Examples of the 
Difoiples-of our glorigus, Patriarch, have pre- 
ferted: his''Solitndes,- and -Self-denials, to their 
ownilofty, Ralaces,' Plenty. and. Pleaſures ; fo 
truly is. he! fkyled, The Fatheriof Monaftical Per. 
felon, i Laſtly wes intheſe Sacred. Solicudes 
whefein he - plroclaim'd-an Egernal War, again 
the: Power of Satan; while by bimſelf,, and his 
twoly*Troaps of: Religious Penitents, he purgeth 
the:!World /fromAdolatty, withdraws Criminals 
fromtheir' ſinful ſtate, and clears the Wilder- 
nefles of their Ancient Inhabitants, the Powers of 
Darkneſs , and thus repleniſhes the Kingdoms 
of the Earth, with True Believers, God's ſiviog 
Temples with Holineſs ; and Heaven with 1l- 
luſtrious Bands of Glorious Citizens ; truly 
Dignified - with the Magnificent Titles, of the 
Conqueror of Devils, C hampion of Saints, and the 
Reſtorer 
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Reſtorer of the Ruins of Angels ; So wonderful 
are the effects, which holy Solitude hath wrought 
in the Soul, and through the SanEiry. of out 
great Patriarch ; that we have juſt reaſon to 
cry out with the great S. Baſil , 0 Sacred 'De- © fats. oh 
fart, wherein the Triumpher of Devils, is become non, f ſet 
the Companion of Angels ! Theſe be thoſe Emi-g, #:;1. rp. a 
nent Pxerogatives of S. Bennet , putchaced by ©: + 
the contempt of the glorious Vanities of this 
World, in his ſolitary and filent Retreats ; and 
propagated by a delicious Guſt of Heavenly 
Comforts, in his Sublime and Seraphick Con- 
templations ; which is the ſecond and laſt part 
of my Diſcourſe, whereunto I crave the conti- 
nuance of your favourable Attention, 


15. The Soul being purified, in the Inno- Part I. 
cent Retirements of Holy Solitude, from Farth- 
ly Images, and Senſual Aﬀections, ſlides gent- 
ly, by Contemplation of God, and his holy At- 
tributes, into a participation of the inneffable 
Joys of the Triumphant Saints ; Oh ! what 
Tongue, of Men or Angels, can explain the 
delight, ſhe already enjoys, even in this her 
ſtare of earthly Baniſhment 2 The Royal Pro- 
phet tells Us, Thar in his holy Extafies, he had 

a ſtrong feeling of thoſe Divine Comforts, in 

| lo 
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ſo nwch that he conceived himſelf already 
Letts fer, Converlant with the bleſſed Spirits, By a Com- 


lat a; 2* munciation in the Pleaſures and their Happy ſtate, 


funt wih/, in 


domum Domini 4g the Porches of the Heavenly Heeruf- alem, P ſal. 


py ang 121. 1,and 3- For Contemplatives feel theſe 
£ho# raviſhments, though not able to Utter, what 
em, f/-121. they are ; They are Myſteries of Grace, which 
Audivit arca- May not be ſpoke of, ſays one, experiencedsin theſe 
hol 9* favours of Heaven, 2 Cor. 12. 4. He law, ſays 
gm, Cor. 'Theodoret : The Beauties of Paradice,and the Choirs 
Vide Paradif of the rejozcing Saints, and heard the Harmonies of 
—— Che. theſe avenly Muſicians ; bur could gIVE us 
© £246i4. no account of the Luſtre of the One, or of the 
«tinm terme- Sweetneſs of the Other ; Non licet loqui ; It 
yg could not be done ; they are inneffable. 
16. The charms of Senſual Delights, which 
ſo exceedingly Allure and Tranſport Man's 
Paſſions here,do evidently convince Us, that the 
Spiritual Joys of the great Servants of God, are 


of an Unexprefſible power , to engage their 
AﬀeRions, when apprehended, valued and pur- 
ſued, by the Lights of a pure Faith, and a Will 
freed from the Miſts and Clogs of Sence, by 
refining and enflaming Grace. Our Great 
Saint, was perfely acquainted with thts Divine 
Art ; Contemplation of the Beauty of Virtue, 
and of the Glory of his Soveraign Good, had 
deeply 


(25} 
deeply printed in his heart, the Images of Hea- 
ven, of its Beauty and Harmony , whereby he 
was already ſwallowed up in an Ocean of Di- 
vine Conſolations, through an Exceſs of Spiri- 
tual Love; or, (as S. Paul exprefles this Tran- 
ſcendent happineſs of the Saints, ) By an Exceſs Men excedi 
of the Mind in God himſelf, 2 Cor. 5, 13. That 2 cor. 5.13. 
13, ſaith S. Auguſtin, by an Extatick Love, Where- 
by their Souls are Tranſported above all the Motions 
of Senſuality ; as dead to all, Aug. in P/al. 103. Exc:dim on- 


Or yet higher, as S. 4nſelm obſerves, whereby Ang, FL 109- 
Their Mind attends only to the Illuminations of /nendimus ad 
Faith, and motions of Grace : Or as S. Denis yer”? CON 
advanceth theſe ſublime Operations of their 
Seraphical Love, By a perfeft Transfiguration of nor: 
- their whole Selves, therr Powers, and Motions, into fu Furs eſe 
the Will and Motion of the good God, they only, and" lime 
wholly Love, 1, Divin. Nom. c. 4+ Thele werefmnm. 
the Operations, the Joys, the Excelles, of the vir. Nom. 
great Soul of our Saint, in his Sacred Solitude Ik 
He raiſed himſelf above himſelf, by a generous 
contempt of the World, and by a moſt paſſio- 
nate love towards his glorious God. 

17. Every Peauty challenges ſome Love, 
and inſenfibly draws an Eſteem and Veneration 
from us, as having in ir, ſome Lineaments of 
thar Beauty, which is Infinite and 'Ecernal , 


E there- 


' 
: 
: 


27. 1. 5. 
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therefore, the more excellent the Beauty is, 

the greater is the Admiration it forceth from 

Us: - Nothing more excellent then God, in Ma- 

jelty; Amiableneſs, and Bounty ; Therefore no- 

thing more Valuable, nothing ſo Lovely, and 

_ Raviſhing\as God S. Auguſtin experienced this, 

© Whea (freed: from the flavery of his Concupi- 

Sers amv; 7, TEEACes he began to have a reliſh of the ſpiri- 
puicbrinidoten ual Joys of the Saints ; and cries out , Too late 


r0043 rooms have I loved Thee, O Ancient, and never- fading 
31.1.4. Beauty, too late harve T loved Thee ! Aug. Sol. 
C. 31. Should not this be our complaint too ? 
Have we not long enough worſhipped finful and 
pzriſhing Beauties 2 With what profit ? Ar leaſt 
now ter's retiiyn to God'; 'tis not poſſible, to 
confider the Beauty and Perſections of God, and 
not to be Enamour'd on his goodneſs ; ſo violent 
are the Attractives of his Lovelineſs, that con- 
templared in its ſelf, none can be greater; and 
if compar'd with all the moſt paſſionate Charms 
Luxific, com- of Creatures, there is no compariſon ; All Lights 
ſunme Luci, compared with the Eternal, are Darkneſs, (aith 
end [us S. Aug. Med. cap. 27. n- 5. If the viſible Beau- 
aug, Med: © ty of the Transfigured Humanity of Jeſus, ſo 
far tranſported the admiring Apoſtles, in the 
Solitude of Mount Thabor, as to make them for- 


get all things of this World ; Much rather, _y 
_y 
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they been admittedto the Contemplation of his 
hidden Divinity ; eſpecially, if with our Hol 
Patriarch, we duely ponder the ineſtimable 
Price which Jeſus paid, the Indignities he ſuf- 
fer'd, the ſtreams of Blood, the Sighs and Tears 
it coſt Jeſus, whereby to purchaſe far Us, this 
incomparable Happineſs : Ah Beloved Chriſti- 
ans | What ſhould we not do ? What ſhould 
we not ſuffer 2 That we may be admitred to 
enjoy a full Taſte of che Torrent of Divine 
Joys, at the Fountain Head, whoſe Streams are 
delicious ! 

18. But Unhappy Man, as a Child of the 
Eartbly Adam, is perpetually hurried on, with 
the Allurements of Senſual Delights, which are 
oftered by his Senſes, ; whereas he is inſenſible 
to all the Charms of Heavenly Beauty and 
Comforts, preſented to his View, by obſcure 
Faith ; ſo wretchedly blind and inconfiderate, 
is corrupted Nature : But our great Saint, 
couch'd with the Sacred Lights and Flames of 
Grace, corrects thele fatal Diſorders of his ſe- 
duced Will ; Contemplating Creatures in their 
greateſt Porap and Glory, he diſcovers their 
Vanity, and deſpiſes them - Then loaring up 
to Heaven by Meditation on: che Divine Per- 
tections, and their Overflowings , his Spirit is 

E 2 Tranſ- 
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Tranſported to a Guſt of the Joys of the Hea- 


_ venly Paradice. 


Aidificat ſoli- 
rudinem,in qui, 
tanto Purius 
Deum videt, 
quanto ſolitari- 
«a re peri. 

S, Greg.. vit. 
3, Ben.. 


i9. Myſtical Divines expound this Exta- 
tick Joy Two ways; Firſt, by Mediation of Su- 
pernatural Lights, uſhering in, Love, and De- 
lights ; Or, Secondly, by immediate irradiation 
x. Divinely melting Flames, in the ſuperiour 
Region of the Soul ; not otherwiſe penetrating 
the Nature, Cauſe, or Vigour of thoſe Raviſh- 


'ments, ſhe feels ; ſuch is the activity, fwiftnefs 


and penetration of Divine Love, and of the 
Guſts of Glory, in Contemplative, and Hea- 
ven-aſpiring Souls ; whereef our Holy Patriarch, 
in his Sacred Solitude , had a moſt ample ex- 

erience, in his frequent Raviſhments , In 
which, as S. Gregory Reports, The Supernatural 
workings of his Soul, were ſo much the more pure 
and penetrating, 4 how much the more fervently, 
be ſequeſtred his Spirit from Earthly Images, and 
private AﬀeGtions. Sometimes he is prevented 
with Divine Lights, whereby he beholds the 
Majeſty of God, the ftreamings of his Grace, 
the Beauty of Paradice, the Order, Harmony, 
and Odours of the Saints ; whence: he- guſheth 


forth,. into breathings of Love and Defires  * 


which: are return'd with Illapſes of delicious 


Perfumes: 3 though. not yet admitted to the 


ſtate: 
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ſtate of Eternizing Glory: The Royal Pro- 

phet gives ſome light, whereby we may con- 

ceive ſome Figure, of theſe ineffable Paſtimes 

of God's ſpecial Favourites ; In the Voice of Ex- "we Ira 
altation, there is a ſound of feaſting, Plal. 41. 5. Fun onus 
The melody of thoſe within, at the Banquet, is heard nd 
by thoſe abroad, laith S. Zug. ib. Chriſt likens > Dom 
the felicity of the Saints to a Marriage Feaſt, Aus. ib. 


8 Simile eff yeo- 
Matt.22.2. Here the Gueſts feaſt in the nobleſt nm corn 


Rooms, whilſt their Mirth and Muſick is heard pry ahey; oÞ 
abroad, Thus the Glorious Saints feaſt in jÞ/u, 
God's Heavenly Glory, at the Eſpouſals of the 
Lamb, amidft the raviſhing Harmonies of the 
Celeſtial Choirs, whole delicious Eccho's re- 
found in che Souls of the Saints on Earth, while 
they ſoar up to God, by Contemplation of his 
Glory, Love of his Beauty, and a languiſhing 
to be freed from this Earthly banzſhment, and 
to be inſeparably united with Jeſus ; This i FE 
that tranſporting Harmony, which ſounds below, felivira he 
frem the Eternal Banquets of the Saints above : ""* **t: ®*P.- 
fays S. Aug. cit. Burt ſometimes coo, without 
any perceptible thought of thoſe Divine” Beau- 
ries, his Soul accuſtom'd to Supernatural flights, 
' by illapſes of holy deſires, is ſweetly and ſwifc- 
ly carried above the Sphear of Creatures, ra- 


viſhed forth it ſelf ; and being {wallowed up: 


1: 
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in the Ocean of the Divinity, is repleniſhed, 

with 2 Guſt of the Joys, Odours, and Harmo- 

nies of the Ever Blefled Spirits ; As S. Paul, in 

Sive in corpore, his Extaſtes, Whether in his Body, or out of it, by 
on fin Ds @ ſlupendious Tranſport of Love and Felicity, he 
ſit. 2 Cor. 12- knew not, 2 Cor 12.2. Thus do the Saints, even 
in this bfe, partake of che glory of the Bleſſed ; 

which the Royal Prophet explains, by a parti- 

Paricipuiio ef cipation of the ſame thing in lubſtance, though 
Pal oc - OY nad. Pal. 121: 3. Which 
Guium ane Philo calls, A Joy of the Glory, before its Poſſe/- 
Judzus, fron. So that methinks I behold our glorious 
Patriarch, by his penitential Solitude, and Hea- 
venly Defires, now abſolutely exempted from 

all Vices,and repleniſht with all Virtues; Choath'd 

Du Monz:bi in a Robe of Cloath of Gold, embroidered with the 
fm vids, Ticheſt and moſt radiant Pearls, and Diamands, be- 


Ium viderunt, 


. ornenum pallio fot with trains of Chryſtal Lamps, ( which, like 


ven > ſo many Riſing-Suns, cloathing him again with 
on their Beams of an Odoriferous and charmin 

Vit.S. Beal. Brightneſs ; (ſoaring up upon the Wings of Se- 

raphims, as S. Gregory ſeems to deſcribe him ; 

whilſt Jeſus, full of Majeſty,and environ'd with 

In fiftre, i Legions of his Heavenly Courtiers . In his 

vhie 341% Left Hand, preſents him with ineſtimable Riches 

ginde Aru and Glory ; and in his Right Hand, with an Etermty 

'* of Delights and Raviſhments ; as Salomon go: 

the 
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the welcom of the Saints, into the Kingdom 
of Glory, Prov. 3, 16. Thus did our great 
Saint alcend as the Bride from the Wilderneſs, 
Cant. 3. 6- by Divine Contemplation, over - 4eniic p:r | 
flowing with unexpreffuble Brightneſs, Odour and - mer” gy 
Comforts ; as the delicious Fruits and Recom- ©** 3: 5. 
pence of the contempt of Worldly Vanicy, 
Morrtifcation, and Prayer ; and as my Text 
minds Us, He ſhall fit ſolitary, and be filent, be- 
cauſe he hath raiſed Himſelf above Himſelf. 

2©. If the lives of the Saints be Exhortations Concluſion. 
and Allirements to Santiity ; becauſe We ought gym 


Marigrum eX- 


Imitate, What we deli bt to think of ; as $. Aug. byrtation:s ſunt 


rells Us, Serm. 4. de San. we ought in forge ini: wn 31- 
meaſure, to ſquare our Lives, by the Maxims {349050 
and Examples of this great Saint : If we thus 5547: 
fly from the ſinful Ule of Creatures, practice | 
Chriſtian Virtues, and by Prayer Converſe 

with God, we ſhall feel our Hearts cleared 

from the [mages of Vanity, and Senſual De- 

lights, our affeftions un-chain'd from Worldly 
Intereſts, and our Spirits faſtzn'd ro God, the 
attractive Centre of all our delires, Oh! 
Beloved Chriſtians, that we all would off, 

from amidſt our Earthly and ' Innocent Con. 

cerns, ſally into the Bleſſed Regions of the 5; puimw i: 


Saints ; and as S, Bernard adviſerh Us, Sigh [on one 
'< 


Amore Il angueo. 
Cant, 2. 5, 


ff = 
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to Heaven, while we ſuffer on Barth. Though 


here we be in a ſtate of Baniſhment ;- and as 
__— fetter'd with many Chains of Cares 
and Contradictions, until our Sins be fully ex- 
plated ;, yet ought We, even from theſe our 
Priſons, to figh after the Liberty of God's 
Children, to ſhake off all the importuning Im- 
pediments of Sandtifying and Transfiguring 
Grace, and to fend before Us, Trains of En- 
flamed Deſires, as the Ambaſladours of our 
Souls, who may frequently offer up our holy 
Vows and Petitions, to our Heavenly Spoule ; 
and aflure- him, that We languiſh with Love, 
Cant. 2. 7, We have oft ſeen a {mall and flen- 
der Vapour riſing from a Lake, by the attra- 
ive heat of the Sun, which purifying it from 
its Earthly dregs, prints on it its own Image, 
and almoſt converts it into its own Luminous 
Subſtance. Thus our Spiritual Sun, the Glori- 
ous Jeſus, draws Souls forth the Puddles of 
Earthly Concupiſcences, purgeth their Aﬀecti- 
ons from ſinful Allurements, Beautihes them 
with the Sacred Images of his Divine Perfe- 
ions, and changeth them into Supernatural, 
and Angelical Creatures. Oh ! That we all, 
fed with the Lights of Gods revealed Maxims 
of Chriſtian, and Evangelical Perfe&tion, and 


ECn- 
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enflamed with the Love of the Erernal Beauties, 

would fly in Spirit into the Innocent Solitudes: 

of the Saints, View their Combats, and Con- 

queſts ; and Emulate their Crowns and Tro- 

phies. At leaſt permit your Hearts ro become 

the Solitude of Jeſus, that, in his View, ye may 

weep over your Sins, bemoan your Baniſh- 

ment, ſoar up by holy Vows, and caſt your 

ſelves into the Seas of his Divine Comforts ; 

Thar ye may cry out with the great $. Hier. 

0 how ſweet and fragrant are the Flowers of the 0 D:/mn, 

Heavenly Paradice ! Then, as the Holy Pro- ry mockcnr' 
phet reports, from his own Experience, Tour #** Eviii.ad 


Heliodor. 
hearts ſhall overflow, ſhall wonder, and jhall be Aﬀure nirabi 
dilated, Ia. 60. 5. And as the Seraphical Sc. Trot. 26 
Bon. explains it : 7z ſhall overflow with pleaſures, af, dethcie 
in the full View of Jeſu in al bis Glay ye ſhall oe 


wonder at the 'plenty of your own happy and con- miraberi inp!- 
tented ſtate ; and ye ſhall be dilated with an un. felictias, di 
expreſſuble Joy, at the preſence of all thoſe Bleſſed [55h mon 
Legions of Glorious Saints and Angels, So that #*= ſocierars. 
if we follow the Examples of chis Illuſtrious Of 
Lamp of Divine Vertnes, we ſhall enjoy, 
Here, 'That Peace which no Tongue -can Ut- 
ter; and Hereafter, we ſhall nolleſ that Joy, 
and Fullneſs of Glory, which the moſt Am- 
bitious thoughts of Man can never fathom, 


F: which 
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which God only can give ; and which I. be» 
ſeech God, mercifully co ſhower down, upon 
Your moſt Sacred Majeſties, this Honourable 
Aſlembly, and all. Chriſtian: People ; 1n the 


, 


Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Amen, | 


